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The House met at 11 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore [Mr. RADANOVICH].

f

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 24, 1996.

I hereby designate the Honorable GEORGE
P. RADANOVICH to act as Speaker pro tem-
pore on this day.

NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

f

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Rev. James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

Help us to acknowledge, O gracious
God, that Your creation extends from
the east to the west, that there is no
boundary to Your goodness and Your
grace. Forgive us when we seek to
make our action the center of all ac-
tion and our concerns the focus of all
humanity. Remind us that we ought
not remake Your graces to look only
like our face or make our concerns to
be the center of Your entire creation.
As You are the God of all so let us
focus on Your blessings and Your will
in every place and for every person so
that justice will flow down as waters
and righteousness like an everflowing
stream. Amen.

f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. FLANA-
GAN] come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. FLANAGAN led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed
bills of the following titles in which
the concurrence of the House is re-
quested:

S. Con. Res. 54. Concurrent resolution to
correct the enrollment of the bill S. 735, to
prevent and punish acts of terrorism, and for
other purposes; and

S. Con. Res. 55. Concurrent resolution to
correct the enrollment of the bill S. 735, to
prevent and punish acts of terrorism, and for
other purposes.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain fifteen 1-minute
presentations from each side of the
aisle.
f

MEDICARE

(Ms. DUNN of Washington asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. DUNN of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to talk about Medicare. Yes-
terday the Treasury Department re-
ported a new and totally unexpected
$4.2 billion shortfall in the Medicare
trust fund during the first half of the
current fiscal year. Just a year ago,
this very same fund had projected a

surplus of $45 million for fiscal year
1996.

My parents, the Blackburns in Belle-
vue, WA, probably did not read that
news story, but it is critically impor-
tant to them because they, like mil-
lions of others, count on the Medicare
system being solvent. More than a year
ago President Clinton’s Medicare trust-
ees, including three members of his
own Cabinet, warned that Medicare
would be bankrupt by 2002 if no
changes were made. Yet the President
did nothing to change it. He offered no
long-term solutions and he offered no
leadership. In fact, all he offered was
election year scare tactics designed to
frighten senior citizens.

Mr. Speaker, enough is enough. Con-
gressional Republicans in response to
people like my parents have offered
leadership. We want to save benefits
for our seniors and save the Medicare
trust fund, and we want to do it now
while it is still possible.

f

RAISING THE MINIMUM WAGE

(Mrs. CLAYTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. CLAYTON. Mr. Speaker, there
are 117,000 minimum wage workers in
North Carolina. Those workers are not
just numbers, they are people with
families and children. They are day
care providers, farmers and food serv-
ice workers, mechanics and machine
operators. They are in construction
work and sales, health and cleaning
services, and a range of other occupa-
tions.

Their families helped build America,
and they can help rebuild it. They do
not need charity, they need a check—a
check that includes a reasonable in-
crease in the minimum wage, as pro-
posed by the President.

Work should be a benefit, it should
not be a burden. Work is a burden
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